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It’s the Discharge Road for 


When entered this hospital pa- 
tient some twenty years ago, the 
from Baton Rouge was one loose grav- 
el, entering the gate this institution 
saw another road gravel only more 
and larger pieces it. each rock hit 
the fenders our car, they seemed 
“You are doomed.” Normally, 
sessed optimistic nature, but the 
shock diagnosis and the breaking 
home enter the hospital had 
hit very hard. While the surface 
appeared resigned fate, onlv 
God knew the inner turmoil was en- 
was that feeling being 
forced live apart from other people 
that was difficult accept. the 
gate requested that the Medical Of- 
ficer Charge called, for had 
letter introduction from doctor 
that wished present, While waiting 
for him, flood tears began overflow- 
ing and the gate man, with the kindest 
intentions the world, said me, 
cry, the inside people are good 
people and time make friends 
among His very phraseology in- 
tended comfort me, instead made 
only more conscious being apart.” 

years and month later, have been de- 
clared “arrested” case Hansen’s 
disease, free leave the hospital. The 
same hospital that entered reluctant- 
ly, has been home for long and 
roots have gone deep that there 
reluctance leave. Now don’t mis- 
understand me, God willing, will 
leaving this fall, but the tears shed up- 
admission could easily overflow again 
upon leaving. The people” truly 
became friends and along with them 
many “outside too. 


nessed many changes. I’ve seen MOCs, 
medical and nursing staff changes time 
and time again. Patients have come, and 
patients have gone, exception 
the detention building (no longer 
used), the infirmary, cafeteria, chapels 
and private cottages, none the old 
buildings the patients’ area remain. 
Young oaks have become mighty oaks, 
and the mighty oaks the front lawn 
have grown more beautiful. who came 
group politely referred “middle- 
aged” and once dark hair not 
dark anymore for the streaks grey are 
pronounced. The loose gravel road 
the front gate (and Baton Rouge, 
too) has long ago 
and all all this far more beauti- 
ful institution today than was twenty 
years ago. 

From point view, the most im- 
portant change has been treatment 
Hansen’s disease. When 
there was little hope for recovery. The 
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only medicine was chaulmoogra oil and 
its effect was anything but pleasant. 
you took mouth you were nauseated, 
you took intra-muscular injection 
was apt create abcess, most 
painful thing similar large boil 
that had lanced, but despite these 
drawbacks, took it. this day 
should suddenly detect the odor 
chaulmoogra oil, become nauseated 
all over again. The experimental treat- 
ments skip, were desperate 
enough try anything. But since the 
advent the sulfone drugs this has been 
different community, hope for recoverv 
was reborn and remains alive. Even with 
the sulfones, recovery sometimes 
slowly and occasionally there 
backs along the road which are 
couraging patient and doctor alike, 
but quite few traverse the rough 
detours and finally emerge that dis- 
charge road. 


not want new residents this 
hospital community, our readers, 
get the idea that takes everyone 
many years obtain discharge has 
taken me. Unfortunately, was one 
those patients slow respond, While 
feel that improvement has been 
steady during the thirteen years sul- 
fone therapy, has been case run- 
ning negative tests for months, only 
dropped positive one. For dis- 
charge, one must run negative tests for 
twelve consecutive months, and that 
dvesn’t mean just twelve skin tests for 
with two series body tests included 
during the year can mount more 
than twenty negative tests. Some patients 
through these tests without the drop- 
ping and beginning again that 
one patient’s experience can used 
the measure for another 
covery, each individual case. 

would tender bit advice the 
newcomer this community, follow the 
doctor’s advice all And sec 
ond tip that offer firm belief 
mine, become occupied with something 
that interests you, preferably something 
that will teach you way earning 
living when you leave the hospital. 
not let yourself become bogged down 
with self-pity which does good, but 
can harm your morale. 

The last fifteen years have spent 
working THE STAR, and the first 
five weren’t wasted either for I’ve work- 
throughout the years hospitaliza- 
tion. Having done office work prior 
desire continue that, but the jour- 
nalistic journey has indeed been new 
experience for me; one I’ve enjoyed 
lot.-I take pride the feeling that 
have been help others who have 
worked our offices, and that some 
them today are holding office jobs 


side this community because they gained 
the experience here. 

the time for departure nears, 
can’t help but wonder, others have 
wondered, about acceptance 
new community, church affiliation. 
and age what opportunities for 
employment will available me. On- 
time will give the answers these 
questions, but after waiting twenty years 
for the discharge can surely have pa- 
tience these things, too. 

Those you who are close 
friends realize that the entire idea 
beginning again new that 
plans are anything but clear and com- 
plete. fact you have given generously 
your time and thought make sug- 
gestions which are appreciated. this 
writing, not plan settle some 
distant place for prefer live where 
can return here from time time 
visit friends this 

City born and city reared, not 
bustling metropolis again. These are 
busy weeks, and it’s exciting reading the 
“want ads” and looking over rural prop- 
erty with view locating just the 
right place for our home the future. 
return from each these jaunts, 
invariably remark, just isn’t 
another home that meets our needs like 
Chateau Simon.” must realize that 
there can’t another cottage anywhere 
like it, for was built and from 
time time has been changed suit 
our wishes make things more con- 
venient for us. Much more the point 
the fact that real estate prices not 
compare with those twenty years ago, 
and isn’t much the problem 
finding something comfortable within 
our means, 

While leaving the community 
and our lovely cottage, not leav- 
ing husband, Hank, nor our kitty, 
Missy, behind. you see this isn’t good- 
bye but rather just change address 
for the next few months, but you 
can still reach through THE STAR 
you have done the past. APS 
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New Volume New Policy 


have been publishing THE STAR 
monthly for long years, except 
July and August when combine two 
numbers into one. Beginning with this 
issue, the first number brand new 
volume, Volume 16, are inaugurat- 
ing new policy. From now on, THE 
STAR will published every other 
six issues year instead eleven. 

recent years has become more 
and more difficult meet our 
deadline, one one experienced 
members our staff have left the hos- 
pital, discharged continue their 
treatment elsewhere. have had 
change frequency mind for some 
time, but what crystalized our decision 
change THE STAR from monthly 
have gaping hole our staff, not 
mention the one our hearts. Ann 
Page Simon and Hank Simon are due 
leave the hospital sometime No- 
vember. Ann our managing editor 
she more than that, she our “anchor 
man.” She knows each and every depart- 
ment, and how keep them function- 
ing. Hank charge our press room. 
not only does the linotyping, but 
keeps the linotype, old, beat-up, Navy 
surplus machine, model year 1914, and 
other equipment repair. recent 
weeks, Louann Harmon, from our Cir- 
culation department, and Charles 
Thomas, our utility and leg man, also 
left the hospital. have replacements 
for Louann and Charles; they are will- 
ing but, course, green the job. 

Adequate replacements for Ann and 
Hank pose staggering problem our 
world within world where there 
such limited field draw from, 
Very few Carville patients have had the 
experience required for our man- 
aging editor’s job, and Hank’s mechani- 
cal “know how” not easily found. 

Hank has been training his helper, 
Roberts, linotypist and given time 
this young man, believe, can handle 
the job. However, are still looking 
around for new managing editor, not 
fill Ann’s shoes, that would 
well nigh impossible. Ann has been 
vital part THE STAR since our 
magazine was reborn 1941, and 
the work grew and the workers lessened, 
she took more and more the duties 
and responsibility. 

The Public Health Service provides 
STAR with seven part-time pa- 
tient jobs, varying from hours 
week. The wage scale starts 60¢ 
hour. could not function without 
this help. The PHS considers jobs 
THE STAR vocational rehabilita- 
the only form vocational rehab 
here. Several our former staffers, now 
discharged patients, are holding office 
jobs, competitive work-a-day world, 
and they say frankly that they are 


only because the experienc: 
gained while working THE STAR. 

couple months ago, work hours 
were cut for most THE STAR 
amounting toto about one job. 
This was done economy measure 
committee, appointed the MOC, 
composed three department heads, 
the Hospital Administrator, the Finance 
Officer, and the Director Community 
Activities. After deliberating for week 
two, and interviewing each member 
our staff, the committee 
decision. Such questions “What per- 
centage your time you put do- 
ing and so?” were asked. which 
one our most colorful staff members 
replied, “Work like hell, all 
more questions. One the com- 
mittee, all seriousness, asked the 
secretary what percentage her 
time went into writing letters for the 
Tallulah. hope that the change 
bi-monthly will not bring further 
cuts working hours. 

The economy measures affecting THE 
STAR staff remind one our 
favorite stories, told fellow 
all smoking big cigars, 
around swanky conference table, des- 
cussing the need cut expenses. They 
had reached impasse when one the 
execs. spotted meek-looking little guy 
dusting the furniture far corner 
the room, With gleam his eye, the 
exec, exclaimed, “I’ve got They lean- 
forward expectantly, “Yes, they 
said. The exec. pointed the office boy 
and said, “Let’s fire Pancho.” 

not know where started, but 
there has been some talk about the 
lic Health Service withdrawing its sup- 
port from THE STAR “close up.” 
One our friends contacted national 
wire service; their response was that 
this were attempted, the press would see 
that THE STAR would not only 
continue, but would become comet 
rather than There has also been 
some talk about THE STAR being cen- 
sored. This not true. not sub- 
mit our material anyone before 
published. try keep our material 
within the bounds good taste, and the 
PHS credits with modicum re- 
sponsibility. Perhaps the following state- 
ment from the Secretary Health, 
and Welfare, Folsom, 
will explain the official attitude towards 
THE STAR better than can, cer- 
tainly more authoritatively. 


“You will glad learn that any 
suggestion that the Public Health 
Service any way either antag- 
onistic toward THE STAR 
taking steps terminate its publica- 
tion is, advised, incorrect.... 
The Public Health Service looks 


upon THE STAR means 
fording the patients Carville 
medium free self-expression. 
such, the magazine offers measure 
therapeutic value ---a sort 
safety valve --- for patients this 
hospital-community where treai- 
ment often spans 
Therefore, the Service exercises 
direct control over THE STAR con- 
tent, except infrequent instances 
when articles and statements have 
appeared which contravene accept- 
scientific views about the clini- 
cal and Public Health aspects lep- 
rosy. Articles and statements this 
nature can embarrassing the 
Service when, some quarters, 
the role THE STAR mistaken 
for that interpretive scientific 
journal leprosy and the impres- 
sion gained that official 
publication the Public Health 
Service. such instances, the ad- 
ministration the hospital feels 
that this possible misunderstanding 
must brought the attention 
the patients charge THE 


not like the implication 
“safety valve” Secretary Folsom’s let- 
ter, but it. Occasionally have 
let off steam about, such 
sensational stories popular maga- 
zines, depicting the victim 
sort monster, baiting ignorance and 
inflaming prejudice about the disease. 
test vehemently. did not, one 
else would, and the error would un- 
challenged. Actually, much our time, 
teo much, goes into this work. itseif, 
this almost full-time job. 

Some years ago were interviewing 
Eunice Weaver Rio Janeiro, 
one the world’s leaders the social 
aspects Hansen’s disease. Said Donna 
“In Brazil, our hardest task 
educate the public the fact that the 
neither visitation God nor 
highly contagious. There great need 
organized campaign for education- 
tients are doing fine job with THE 
STAR, but they need assistance other 
groups. Sick people should not ex- 
pected such big job alone.” 

Those “infrequent instances” which 
Mr. Folsom refers were not our state- 
ments, but statements quoted from sci- 
entists and physicians articles under 
their by-lines. There wide difference 
opinion among doctors and scientists 
about many aspects Hansen’s disease 
which more unknown than 
known, and will continue that 
way only orthodox views are accepta- 
ble the cannot buy that. 
New ideas are needed and whenever 
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decision work foreign mission 
fields made his teens its way 
being fulfilled Robert Simp- 
son Bluffton, Indiana. preparation 
for this work, Dr. Simpson was Car- 
ville for week late July. Dr. and 
Mrs. Simpson, and their young son, 
sailed for Lisbon, Portugal, August 
where will intensive work 
tropical diseases, and learn the Portu- 
guese language. will stationed 
the Teles Colony, Mozambique 
Province, Territory Inhambane, Por- 
tuguese East Africa, but does not 
expect arrive there until mid-1957. 
There are some 30,000 cases the area 
where Dr. Simpson will work, although 
they only take care 250 patients the 
Teles Hospital. 

Before his visit Carville, Dr. 


son said had only seen one case 


Hansen’s disease, and that one was 
Arkansas, arrested case. Dr. Simpson, 
1951 graduate the University Ten- 
nessee Medical School, said that had 
had only very brief study 
medical school, but that has been 
reading it, “everything can 
hands on.” said,“My wife 
journalist and she will certainly in- 
terested reading STAR; may 
subscribe?” course, THE STAR will 
sent the Simpsons. 

The Teles Hospital supported 
the Holland (Michigan) Leprosy 
Foundation, through the American Lep- 
rosy Missions, Inc. Before his Carville 
visit, Dr. Simpson went Michigan 
where met the officers the organi- 
zation and Dr. Stauffacher, the phy- 
sician whose shoes will try fill 
‘Teles. Dr. and Mrs, Stauffacher arrived 
the United States May from Africa 
rounding out years mission- 
ary service, Teles. 


* * 

met Dr. Everett Hallock, the 
new area representative for 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
27. This was Dr, Hallock’s first 
Methodist clergy leader, Dr. Hallock 
last year was one American Ex- 
change ministers sent England under 
the sponsorship the National Coun- 
cil Churches Christ the 
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and the British Council Churches. 

With headquarters 2623 Magna Vis- 
Drive, Dallas, Texas, Dr, Hallock will 
spearhead work for ALM Texas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Loui- 
siana. 

Speaking his visit Carville, Dr. 
Hallock said, whole experience, un- 
der the guidance Chaplain Carl 
Elder, was most helpful. certain 
that work will much better be- 
cause have been Carville and met 
the people there. look forward many 
cther visits during the times when 
shall Louisiana.” 


Mr. Boon Lert Indhaphandhu, 
Thailand, friend Chap- 
lain and Mrs. Elder signed our guest- 
book July. The Elders knew Mr. 
Indhaphandhu when they were station- 
Thailand. For many years, Mr. 
Indhaphandhu taught Prince 
College Chiengmai and leader 
church work his community. 
now teaching the Government Agri- 
cultural School Meh Jo, near Chieng- 


Mr. and Mrs, Edgar Miller, the “Mis- 
sionary Millers,” Palo Alto, Califor- 
nia, spent the afternoon August 
Carville. They had planned spend 
learn about the care patients. 
They were escorted tour the hos- 
pital Chaplain Carl Elder. 
September Mr. and Mrs. Miller and 
their son, Rodney, 13, will sail from 
New Orleans the Gulf Banker for 
Los Negros, the lowland country Bo- 
livia, where they will work Cochabam- 
settlement for Hansen’s disease. 
Mrs. Miller will assist the care 
born patients and removed 
from the parents birth. Mr. Miller 
will help the construction schools 
for the children. will also assist with 
agricultural development program 
fer the natives. Mr, Miller said, “One 
thing that they need there farming 
tools. They are still using sharp stick 
pulled teams oxen cultivate the 
land. are going take some steel 
plows with us.” 

The program -of missionary work 
planned substantially the same the 
Millers followed during their previous 
six-year stay Bolivia. The difference 
will that they will work with 
patients this 

Mr. Miller, Mississippian, formerly 
owned chicken hatchery Santa Cruz, 
California. went the jungles 
South America the first time with 
idea what sort people would 


encounter type living condi- 
tions expect. The Millers settled near 
area called Tambo and spent six 
years working with the wandering tribes 
natives. 

Mr. and Mrs. Miller’s Bolivian 
ject sponsored the New Tribe Mis- 
sion with headquarters Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


Cscott College, Birmingham, England. 
Sister Catherine Sullivan, John Hes- 
lin, Sister Magdalene, Directress Hill 
and Sister Justine Morgan. 


notation our guestbook reads: 
August 20th; Name Sister 
Catherine; Address Normandy, Mo.; 
Introduced Self.” Now, any- 
one needs introduce Sister Catherine 
Sullivan Carville even “herself.” Al- 
though Sister Catherine has been away 
from here some years, returning only 
for occasional visits, her name will al- 
ways associated with Carville, where 
she was duty for years, nurse, 
dietitian and Sister Superior, both un- 
der state and national regimes. All 
the oldtimers know Sister Catherine, 
and many, not most the new pa- 
tients have heard about her, when 
she comes visit she warmly wel- 
comed. During her recent three-day stay, 
Sister Catherine was the honoree 
impromptu musicale, 

Sister Catherine Sullivan the visita- 
trix the Sisters Charity, 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul, for 
the Western Province. Her administra- 
tive duties are manifold and exacting, 
but where Carville concerned, and 
the opportunity offers itself bit 
enlightening about Hansen’s disease 
(she has always been years ahead her 
time her progressive views this 
subject) one can depend Sister Cath- 
erine the job. When heard 
that Sister Catherine would Eu- 
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New Surgeoa General Has Fine Record Accomplishment Public Health 


Dr. Leroy Burney was sworn 
August for four-year term Surgeon 
General the Public Health Service. 
was appointed President Eisen- 
hower August The appointment 
Senate. 

Acting Secretary Harold Hunt 
administered the oath office cere- 
mony the Department Health, 
Education and Welfare, attended 
senior officials the Department, the 
Public Health Service, and other 
Government agencies. Guests included 
members Dr. Burney’s family and rep- 
resentatives national organizations, 


Education and Experience 


Dr. Burney, 50, was born Burney, 
town named for his grand- 
who also was physician. His 
medical degree from Indiana Univer- 
sity, and also attended Butler Univer- 
sity, Indianapolis, interned the 
U.S. Marine Hospital, Chicago. stud- 
ied Johns Hopkins University School 
Hygiene and Public Health, under 
Rockefeller fellowship, receiving 
degree Public Health (1932), 
and was then commissioned the regu- 
lar corps the Public Health Service. 
1945, Dr. Burney was stationed New 
Orleans where was Director Dis- 
trict No. Public Health Service. 
was State Health Commissioner Indi- 
ana from 1945 1954, detail from 
the Public Health Service. During his 
nine-year tenure State Commissioner, 
Dr. Burney made outstanding contribu- 
tions public health Indiana. Hoos- 
iers point out that brought their 
health department closer the people 
serves. Through his influence, legis- 
lation was enacted provide sound 
basis for the establishment local, full- 
time health departments, and through 
his efforts, all public health laws In- 
diana dating back 1881, were codi- 
fied. 

Dr. Burney was called Washington 
1954, serve Assistant Surgeon 
General and Deputy Chief the Bureau 
the State Services the Public Health 
Service. With only two years top- 
rauking official the Public 
Health Service, Dr. Burney surprised 
Washington his appointment (ahead 
other leading contenders) boss the 
Government’s vast health organization 
(annual budget: $400 million) 

Dr. Burney’s predecessor, Dr. Leonard 
Scheele, resigned August Ist (with 
year job with pharmaceutical firm. 
recent Act Congress, the new Sur- 
geon General receives $22,626 annually 
$5,826 more than Dr. Scheele (accord- 
ing Time, August 13). 


Personality 


Brown-haired, deep-set 


meditative, Dr. Burney married 
son and daughter likes read 
American history, plays golf the mid- 
and enjoys swimming. gets 
kick out working with Boy Scout 
groups, and helping them health and 
safety work. active joiner 
medical organizations. The list too 
long recount here. 


Gentleman from Indiana 


note wth interest that Watson 
Miller, one Carville’s 
friends through the years, was among 
the guests attending Dr. Burney’s 
ing-in ceremony. Mr. Miller and Dr, 
Burney are fellow Hoosiers 
worked together when Mr. Miller was 
Federal Security Administrator and Dr. 
Burney was Health Commissioner In- 
diana, Mr. Miller speaks highly Dr. 
and that itself would suf- 
ficient recommendation for us. 
ever, from Dr. Burney’s actions the 
short time since took over his new 
job, apparent that addition 
his fine record accomplishment 
Public Health, courteous and 
thoughtful those who work with him 
and under him—the hallmark true 
gentleman. Within week his ap- 
pointment, made “desk stop” tour 
through the Service, meeting and greet- 
ing each employee work. 

August the day took office, 
Dr. Burney addressed the following let- 
ter “To Colleagues the Public 
Health 


wish were possible for 
meet with the entire Public Health 
Service this eventful time, Since 
not possible, want take this 
way saying what should like 
tell each you individually. 

deeply sensible the honor 
the President has bestowed upon 
appointing Surgeon Gen- 
eral the Public Health Service, 
and equally appreciate the con- 
fidence Secretary Folsom ex- 
pressed recommending ap- 
pointment. serve this capac- 
ity the greatest privilege and sat- 
isfaction officer the Service 
can experience. 

want take this opportunity 
pay tribute the truly notable 
accomplishments predecessor 
and good friend, Leonard 
Scheele. its long and honorable 
history, the Public Health 
has won reputation for notable 
accomplishments; those annals 
Dr. Scheele’s achievements Sur- 
geon General will rank high. 

earnest endeavor merit the 
confidence the President and the 
Secretary. doing so, will try- 
ing carry the high tradition 


the Service, Today, the past, 
the Service numbers many outstand- 
ing men and women and enlists the 
talents many thousands devot- 
public servants. That why 
confident that working together 
can carry forward the important 
work the Service. 
Sincerely yours, 
L.E. Burney 
Surgeon General 


Carville patients, working part time 
PHS employees, were pleased 
among Dr. Burney’s 
ceive copy this letter. 

Dr. Burney not unaware Carville, 
and THE STAR. had some cor- 
wth 1950, when 
was serving Secretary-Treasurer the 
State and Territorial Health Officers 
Association. The correspondence was 
concerned with efforts secure more 
progressive legislation pertaining Han- 
sen’s disease all States. had people 
from all over the country writing Dr. 
Burney. must have remembered the 
correspondence because 1952, 
wrote from Indiana advise 
slight change for the better legis- 
lation that 

Dr. Burney’s education, experience 
and personality, all add inspire 
confidence his leadership. course, 
hope the new Surgeon General will 
visit Carville the not too distant fu- 
ture. 


the Money 


Uncle Sam will dig down his 
pockets and come with more than 
million for Carville this fiscal year, 
Advice from Washington indicates that 
$515,000 has been allocated the Pub- 
lic Health Service provide Carville 
with four major improvements 
follows: 

condition the Infirmary. 

Air condition the Theatre. 

Construct sewage disposal 
plant, 

Construct building house 
all maintenance, repair 
partments and the fire 

One hundred twenty-six thousand dol- 
lars has already been allocated for 
tine maintenance and repair, and for 
improvement buildings and grounds. 
These two sums plus the $452,000 alloca- 
tion for converting electric power 
direct alternating current means that 
Carville will cost Uncle Sam more than 
million dollars this fiscal year, not 
mention the Congressional appropria- 
tion $1,647,000 operate the hospi- 
tal. The average patient enrollment here 
about 315. 


very helpful our work receive 
renewals prior expiration. Your expira- 
tion date beside your name each issuc. 
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When the “back school” bell rang 
Tuesday morning, September the 
students this community assembled 
not the Quonset huts that formerly 
housed the classrooms, but one the 
dormitory buildings that had been con- 
verted into quarters for the school. The 
Quonset huts were cold the winter, 
hot the summer, and rainy weather 
students got drenched getting their 
classes. The new school located the 
main walks where there all weather 
protection get classes, steam heat 
for the winter and electric fans for the 
summer. 

Open house the school was held 
Wednesday, September 12, and some 
sixty guests registered. The teachers 
took back seat and let the pupils tour 
the guests and give lectures the sub- 
jects taught each room, All guests 
were then served punch and cookies 
the reception room. The students have 
not only learned the basic three R’s but 
they have also learned lis- 
tened each pupil talking she 
proudly told about the room, was 
hard believe that these were the same 
people that greet the walks daily 
with simple, “Hi” they pass, had 
more the feeling enjoyed when visit- 
ing the home close friend. 

There are three large classrooms and 
spacious library-study hall, 
for the principal Gaston England, and 
lounge reception room. The walls 
the rooms are finished soft pastel 
colors, the floors are bright green 
tile and the ceilings are acoustic tile. 
Numerous paintings the students are 
aitractively displayed, the window sills 


Mrs. Grevemberg with dolls and pictures 
made students depicting characters and 
scenes from the literature course. 

the rooms have potted plants, and 
the display dolls dressed the cos- 
tumes the characters “As You Like 
It,” “Silas Marner” and others are well 

The hospital school affiliated with 
the Louisiana Board Education. 
Rickman, Director Communi- 
Activities, supervises the entire educa- 
tional program here. addition 
Gaston England, the teaching 
comprised Mrs. Mamie Grevemberg 
and Mrs. H.L. Secord. They are all regis- 
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Carville Goes Back School 


Mr. England, Mrs. Grevemberg and Mrs. 
Secord Library-Study Hall new school 


tered teachers with college degrees. The 
manual and industrial arts will re- 
located adjacent the school. The in- 
structor Paul Keisler. Mrs, Grevem- 
resides nearby St. Gabriel, but 
Mrs. Secord, Mr. England and Mr. Kei- 
sler drive back and forth from Baton 
Rouge daily. 

According Mr. England, there are 
thirty-two students taking full courses 
least four subjects, and twenty- 
eight others taking from one three 
subjects. This makes total enrollment 
students, and out our 
tion slightly over 300 that represents 
high percentage patients availing 
themselves the opportunities secur- 
ing education here. The total en- 
rollment includes eleven teen agers, the 
rest are adults. 

addition the regular subjects, 
these students are offered bookkeeping, 
and shorthand better prepare 
them for the business world after leaving 
the hospital. The students also edit 
weekly publication known 
QM. 

Differing from most other communi- 
ties, school here session for eleven 
months out the year. the end 
each six week period, there week 
vacation during which time any student 
who has lagged behind subject can 
receive special instructions. The month 
August vacation time here. 


the credit the hospital, Mr. 
Rickman, and the teaching staff the 
hospital school that adults are not re- 
luctant admit they need more educa- 
tion, There are age barriers prevent- 
ing patient from attending school. All 
that required thirst for knowledge. 


Legion Leaders 
Local Officers 


Top brass The American Legion, 
Department Louisiana, visited Car- 
ville, Sunday afternoon, September 23, 
install new officers the 
B.L. Spann Post 188 and its Auxil- 
iary Unit. Membership the Post and 
Unit composed patients hospital- 
ized here, State Commander, Mike 
Alexandria, installed Post officers and 
American Legion Auxiliary Department 
President, Mrs. Mary Lou Knight, Crow- 
did the honors for the Unit. Visit- 


ing Legionnaires also included Tom 
Dewey, New Roads, Department Rehab 
Chairman; Milton Reed, Crowley, and 
Hugh Lee, Alexandria. Mrs. Knight has 
been here several times, but this was 
the first visit for the others. 

The installation ceremonies were held 
the Bamboo Room the Recreation 
Building. George Dana the new Com- 
mander for B.L. Spann Post and Aline 
Stribbling heads the Unit. The next 
issue THE STAR will carry pic- 
ture story the 


Dr. Jones Call 


the infirmary this hospital had 
one those P.A. systems, would 
lately have been hearing, “Dr. Jones, 
call 68--Dr. Jones, call 68.” Dr. Jones 
Dr. Everett Linn Jones, who reported 
here for duty September and 
the APX (automatic private exchange) 
number the men’s floor which 
has been put charge. 

native Lima, Ohio, and gradu- 
ate Ohio State University, College 
Medicine, Class ‘55, young Dr, Jones 
served his internship last year Orange 
County Hospital near Santa Anna, Cali- 
fornia. saw his first case Hansen’s 
disease there. 

Carville first for Dr. Jones first 
assignment since completing his intern- 
ship, first tour duty with the Public 
Health Service, which joined recent- 
ly, and first time the deep South. 
likes it, too, especially Southern cuisine 
and French drip coffee. said, 
think will enjoy working here, and 
the disease presents fascinating prob- 
plans stay for least two 
years, and “maybe longer.” 

Dr. Jones bachelor. During his 
off hours has been busy installing 
Hi-Fi set his quarters the station, 
goes for classical music. 


The New Nurse from Texas 


Sister Madeline joined the nursing 
staff here August, coming from De- 
Paul Hospital, New Orleans. 

native San Antonio, Texas, and 
Spanish extraction, Sister Madeline 
speaks that language, and this should 
stand her good stead here where 
high percentage the patients are Span- 
ish-speaking. Sister Madeline took her 
nurses training Paul’s School 
Nursing, Dallas, Texas, and earned her 
Science degree nursing 
from DePaul University, Chicago. She 
replaces Sister Regis the nursing staff. 
Sister Regis, who was duty here for 
years, was transferred Joseph’s 
Hospital, Alton, 

The nursing staff this hospital 
composed twenty-one Daughters 
Charity St. Vincent Paul. The 
Order has been Carville since 1896, 
serving under both State and Federal 
regimes. 


The Relationship Climate Hansen’s Disease 


Wm. Snively, Jr., M.D. 
Vice-President, Medical Director, 
Mcdical Department, Mead Johnson and Company, Evansville, Indiana. 


address “Savagery, Sin and be- 
fore the Vandenburg County Tubercu- 
losis Association, Evansville, May 
1956, (see Dr. Snively’s letter Mail- 
bag). —Ed. 


Leprosy appears have become quite 
prevalent Europe about the 6th 
Century, A.D. remained prevalent un- 
til the 14th Century when began 
quite rapidly, from the European 
scene. This rapid spread leprosy 
through Europe and its even more 
brupt disappearance has long 
scholars, Various theories have been ol- 
fered but none are convincing. 
there simple explanation obvious 
has been missed? 

Now leprosy, know today, 
disease hot, humid regions the 
world. Could the climate Europe 
from the 6th Century the 15th Cen- 
tury have had something with the 
incidence leprosy during that period? 
decided look into the history Eu- 
rope’s weather during the Middle Ages. 
What found startled me? 

his work titled “Climatic Variations 
Historic and Pre-Historic Time,” 
published 1912, Petterson, Swedish 
oceanographer, presents convincing sci- 
entific, historic and literary evidence 
aliernating periods mild and severe 
climate, each period about nine cen- 
turies long. The year 550 A.D, (the 6th 
Century) was the peak year for warm 
period and the year 1433 (the 15th Cen- 
tury) was the year for rigorous, cold 
period. Leprosy, disease warm cli- 
mates, was highly prevalent the warm 
6th century, continued prevalent the 
warm centuries that followed, and began 
rapidly disappear the cold and in- 
clement 14th Century. The relationships 
impress more than coincidental! 

Leprosy, now known Hansen’s dis- 
ease, exceedingly rare except warm 
and humid regions the world where 
still quite prevalent, 


Comment: The decline and practical 
disappearence so-called leprosy from 
Europe, where was seemingly wide- 
spread during the Middle Ages, has been 
attributed historians several 
and combination factors, but really 
one knows for sure. One those reasons 
most often mentioned segregation, but 
noted British medical historian, Mac 
Arthur says, “There much evidence 
show the unreality this alleged, abso- 
lute and strict segregation.” Not all cases 
were and among those who 
were the Lazar houses, many did noi 
have “leprosy.” dozen more diseases 
were then called that “catch-all” 
name, and besides those days ac- 
curate diagnosis was probably accidental 


has also been suggested, and 
tainly sounds logical, that the Black 
Plague which decimated the population 
Europe 1349 exterminated people 
with so-called leprosy first. They were 
already weakened condition, Other 
and famine have been men- 
factors. However, the theory 
climate variation, advanced Snive- 
original one, highly provocative 
and worthy further investigation, 
could have bearing the problem 
Hansen’s disease today. 


the relationship climate 
disease. There considerable proof right 
here the United States that climate 
must factor the transmission 
and probably its treatment, too. 
Larly records show that from 1847 
South Carolina had cases Han- 
sen’s disease, and later the northwest, in- 
cluding the states Minnesota, 
sin, Iowa and the Dakotas, constituted 
focal point the disease. attempi 
was made control segregation 
any other such measure. Today the di- 
sease practically unknown 
sections the country, having disap- 
peared its own accord, Yet 
ena, Texas, and Florida, where was 
also introduced immigration, shows 
tendency perpetuate itself, despite 
altempts control segregation, 
what major factor, other than climate, 
can ascribe this disappearence one 
section the United States and its per- 
ststence the other. significant, too, 
that even the three states mentioned, 
the so-called endemic states Louisiana, 
Texas and Florida, the disease confines 
itself almost exclusively certain sec- 
tions these states; South 
South Texas and that part bordering 
Mexico, and Florida, the Key West 
The American Public Health As- 
sociation recognizes climate factor 
the transmission Hansen’s disease. 
A.P.H.A. states, 
only certain geographic areas; con- 
tinental U.S, notably states bordering 
the Gulf Mexico.” A.P.H.A. recom- 
mends: “In those parts the United 
Siates the temperate zone farther 
north where the disease shows ten- 
dency spread, suitable medical and 
nursing care infected persons suf- 
ficient without segregation coloniza- 
tion.” (This recommendation official 
with the U.S. Public Health Service.) 

should added that there con- 
medical opinion that warm, 
damp climates are more conducive 
the development Hansen’s disease 
than are higher and drier climates, 
Therefore, some authorities believe that 


cisease have the patient reside 
locality. That would ex- 
clude Carville. 


Dermatologists Meet 
Mexico City 


The Third Latin American 
City, October 27, 1956, according 
nando Latapi, president, and Dr. Manu- 
Malacara, secretary. expected 
that this important Congress formerly 
held Rio Janeiro and Madrid, 
bring together medical men and other 
scientific workers the field derma- 
tology from many different parts the 
world. not have copy the pro- 
there will papers and discussion 
disease. Dr. Latapi 
known for his work and has 
contributed number papers this 
subject the literature. 

Dr. Herman Goodman, New York der- 
matologist, whose letter appears Mail- 
bag will among U.S. medicos the 
Mexico City meeting. will the first 
stop Dr. Goodman’s lecture tour 
round South America. The tour around 
South America visiting 
cities such Panama City, Lima, Santi- 
ago, Buenos Aires, Montevideo, Sao 
Paulo and Rio Janeiro, gives Dr. 
Goodman the opportunity collecting 
biographies and pictures for the second 
volume his book. The new book will 
called Additional Contributors the 
Knowledge Dermatology. 


Fine Appointment 


The World Health Organization has 
re-appointed Dr. Frederick Johansen, 
Carville’s Dr. Jo, WHO’s “Expert 
Panel Leprosy.” The panel drawn 
from the most distinguished authorities 
this disease throughout the world, 
and fitting that Dr. Johansen should 
continue serve it. 

Dr. Jo, now resides Long Beach, 
Mississippi, where settled following 
his retirement from the Public Health 
Service 1953, after years duty 
the Carville hospital. 
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“When received THE STAR 
(July-August) and read that your cot- 
ages were taken over the 
Government, and that you folks were 
still occupy them, were 
Then read through the paper and 
learned the great fiasco and frankly 
were both overcome just 
couldn’t speak. For you see had the 
pleasure visiting you your 
and realized how much meant you 
able live near normally while 
still hospitalized and this blow seemed 
just bit too much.” 

This excerpt from letter from Mr. 
and Mrs. John Newberry, Jefferson City, 
Mo., typical many letters have 
received 

Now shall try bring you up- 
to-date what has happened the 
last issue THE STAR appeared 
up-to-date with reservations because 
what may true this written 
(October may entirely different 
tomorrow, From recent experience, par- 
ticularly affects the cottage situa- 
tion, have found the Public Health 
Service changeable the wind. 

When Public Health 
sentatives testified before House 
Representatives Subcommittee Ap- 
propriations, June 1956, they asked 
for $25,000 settle compromise 
claims patients this hospital who 
built bought from other patients pri- 
vate cottages the rear the 
grounds, Dr. Himmelsbach testified that 
number patients were given 
sory permission” erect these dwellings 
and that “we want take over these 
buildings property the Govern- 
ment.” was explained that this would 
enable the hospital control, maintain, 
repair and assign therapeutic basis 
those structures that are considered suit- 
able for continued use patients. Dr. 
Himmelsbach testified, the 
houses should perhaps discontinued 
because the fact that they cannot 
also made the flat statement, “Some 
the houses should 
should improve them. should use 
them and therapeutic fashion 
indicated the physicians the hos- 
pital rather than the economy the 
individual,” 

Dr. Himmelsbach said that the 
mount $25,000 was rough estimate 
the patients’ investments and “was 
arrived cooperation with the rep- 
resentatives the Public Buildings Ser- 
(We were wondering when the 
P.B.S. representatives were 
haps they “estimated” remote con- 
trol.) Rep. Hand commented that 

£25,000 was small amount money” 
and asked how many cottages were in- 
Dr. Himmelsbach did not know 
precisely, think the neighborhood 
there are 18. Eleven them 


1956 


PHS Washington brass and local officials meet with cottagers the theatre, Aug. 


Left right: Mrs. Clara Gilmore, Personnel Officer: T.J. Hogan, Washington, Chief, 
Construction and Maintenance; Miss Mary Gillis, Washington, Chief, Social Service; Dr. 
C.K. Himmelsbach, Washington, Director, Division Hospitals; Dr. E.M. Gordon, Medical 
Officer Charge, and F.R. Ellis, Administrative Officer. 


are occupied married couples who 
met and married after they were patients 
here; four are bachelor 
three are presently unoccupied. 
Some the patients have lived their 
cottages for twenty years more. 


Each and everyone the cottages was 
bought, built remodeled with 
and thoughtful permission the Medi- 
cal Officer Charge the time. 
was anything but “cursory 
usually meant not one, but series 
conferences with the MOC. 


Public Law 527, authorizing the 
appropriation, was signed 
President Eisenhower July 27. Five 
days later, August Dr. Himmelsbach 
was Carville, and August 
inet with the cottage owners assure 
that what had say was “the 
real McCoy.” got all one big, 
bitter dose. 

stunned audience heard Dr. Him- 
melsbach outline the PHS plan ac- 
tion. First, convert three floors 
the dormitories into three-room apart- 
room, bedroom and bath 
kitchen. Second, assign these apart- 
ments married couples only. Third, 
tear down the cottages. All these steps 
were given settled fact, without 
equivocation, and architect’s draw- 
ing the planned apartments was 
passed around. 

Protests about kitchens were im- 
mediately forthcoming. Dr. Himmels- 
bach explained that important that 
all patients eat the cafeteria, “Food 
important part the therapy 
this disease, and want the diet super- 
vised. feel can feed you better 
the dining room.” The objection this 
plan was unanimous, particularly from 
the wives. Dr. Gordon 
prise. said thought the women 
would delighted get out cook- 
ing. Several questions and comments 
seemed agitate the MOC considera- 
bly. rose, pounded the table and 


shouted, “For some strange reason you 
think because you are married you have 
live private cottage and have 
your meals there. You married since you 
came here, you didn’t come here mar- 
Why you think you have 
have separate cottages and your food 
part from the other patients? You are 
going have satisfied with little 
less than private cottage.” 

was pointed out that the $25,000 
covers not only the equity 
the cottages but also “the furniture 
and fixtures therein.” For this reason 
cottagers felt the appropriation was not 
sufficient and moreover, some the pa- 
tients want keep their furniture. Dr. 
Himmelsbach said that Mr. Hollister, 
PHS attorney, would come and settle 
some the legal difficulties. answer 
with our kitchen furniture and our 
retorted, “The apartments 
will furnished with government fur- 
niture. You will not need your own fur- 
niture, you best dispose it, and 
your pets, too.” Dr, Himmelsbach did 
not know that some the patients 
the dormitories own their furniture. 

The three hour meeting took place 
the afternoon. the morning the 
same day, Dr. Himmelsbach, Mr. Ho- 
gan, Miss Dr. Gordon and Mr. 
Stanley, then local Superinten- 
dent Buildings (now retired) toured 
the cottages and this where Dr. Him- 
melsbach’s word “cursory” seems most 
appropriate. was superficial inspec- 
tion, lasting less than hour drop 
and out all cottages. Such 
cursory inspection should have given the 
cottage owners the tip-off that the plan 
action was all cut and dried, but 
had read Dr. Himmelsbach’s testimony, 
and believed it. 

The Washington Brass left the next 
day and understand that even before 
they got away, the local administrative 
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was rushing things, typewriters 
were clicking, forms dug out, etc. 
dently they expected opposition, and 
they got it. 

Within days personnel photographers 
were busy shooting exterior and interior 
pictures the cottages every room 
every cottage. personnel clerk in- 
ventoried all furniture and fixtures 
each cottage. One patient said, “Why, 
even took the serial number 
own typewriter. They get that!” 
Later, the lists inventoried items, 
were returned the patients 
and were asked place value 
the items wished include our 
claims, and check off what did 
not wish include. 

August 14, Francis Ellis, Ad- 
ministrative Officer, and his committce 
three called meeting married 
couples, those living the cottages 
well those living the 
discuss which three floors the dor- 
mitory buildings would most accept- 
able convert into the twelve apart- 
ments planned. There was some discus- 
sion, but real interest enthusiasm, 
some antagonism. most did not 
which floors were selected. Mr. 
said that blueprints had 
drawn and bids solicited for the conver- 
sion the work would handled 
Public Buildings Administration, not 
station labor. Mr. Stanley said 
thought would between six months 
and year before the apartments would 
ready for occupancy. Mr. Ellis 
thought would through faster. 

letter dated August 23, the 
vidual cottage owners, signed Mr. 
lis, requested “information concerning 
the amount you expect claim for your 
equity Cottage X.” was explained 
this would not considered for- 
mal claim, but they were trying de- 
termine the approximate 
volved. All this flurry activity seemed 
come rather late date. Why was 
not all this done before the “rough esti- 
mate” was given the Congressional 
Committee? certainly put the cart be- 
fore the horse. 

The Ellis letter raised questions 
the minds the cottage owners and 
turned the tables asking for 
ing with the Administrative Officer 
August 28. Describing himself “low 
man the totem pole,” unable give 
answers most the questions. 
the Administrator had most uncom- 
fortable hour. emphasized that the 
settling compromising claims the 
cottage owners was only payment for 
the equity and not for the 
actual value. added, 
have legal right the 
houses, and this only settle your 
and not payment for the house.” 
Since the cottages are government 
property, this one point view, 

The cottage owners pointed out that 


Gordon had admitted Congress- 
man Passman that the idea tearing 
down the cottages and converting the 
partments had originated here. Mr. Ellis 
was not sure about this, “We may have 
recommended this verbally, but not 
writing.” 

However, his memory was sharp when 
came remembering one word Dr. 
Himmelsbach’s testimony leaned 
heavily the one word 
structures which are considered 
suitable for continued use 

The cottage situation came 
side issue when the Executive Board 
the Patients’ Federation met with Assis- 
Surgeon General, Dr. Jack Masur, 
Chief the Bureau Medical Services, 
when was Carville September 
Dr. Masur thought there was 
need for such special concern about the 
not know just what the 
final decision will the cottages. 
The appropriation good until June 
20, 1958, and there need hurry.” 
(Then why the hurry the local level?) 

line with what Dr. 
said his testimony before the Con- 
gressional Subcommittee, but not what 
told here, Dr. Masur said that the 
cottages worth saving would main- 
tained and brought standard. 
the apartments, Masur said, 
think you convinced Dr. Himmelsbach 
that you should have kitchenettes. May- 
you can convince him other 

MAYBE but weeks Dr. 
Masur’s visit and soon after Dr. Him- 
melsbach and Company called, cottagers 
were really busy 
throughout the nation our behalf. 
And they were not hard convince 
the justice our contention that 
should allowed continue live 
eur cottages after government owner- 
ship. This was the decision back 1953 
when the cottage question was first dis- 
cussed group Washington offici- 
als with local officials, 
Officer Charge will assure the pre- 
sent occupants that they will continue 
assigned their present houses as- 
suming good behavior and continued 
therapeutic 


Resolutions Adopted 


The and (honor society The 
American Legion), Baton Rouge Voi- 
ture 340, started the ball rolling 
adopting resolution, backing the 
patients and calling the PHS re- 
consider its plan action, Similar res- 
clutions were adopted Executive 
Committees The American Legion 
and The American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department Louisiana, and dis- 
trict meeting the Auxiliary the 
Veterans Foreign Wars. Delegates 
from all over the country the Nation- 
Conventions the Disabled 
can Veterans and the D.A.V. Auxiliary, 
meeting San Antonio, August, and 


delegates the National Encampments 
the United Spanish War Veterans and 
Auxiliary meeting Louis- 
ville, September, had the Carville 
cottage situation brought their atten- 
tion. Appropriate resolutions were 
dopted and the delegates were urged 
Congressmen their respective 
areas. All these resolutions were spark- 
loyal friends Carville patients. 


PHS Rebuttal 


“Statement Regarding Residential 
Structures the Carville, 
was issued the PHS during 
the latter part August, and probably 
sent all who inquired about this mat- 
ter. The statement reported the Au- 
gust inspection the cottages Dr. 
Himmelsbach and Hogan, Chief 
Construction and Maintenance “They 
found total cottages, all grossly 
inadequate modern standards safe- 
and sanitation and some bad state 
deterioration Though obviously 
expedient from the 
and fitting with their plans like the 
proverbial glove, such sweeping con- 
demnation all the cottages ex- 
tremely unfair and not factual. 
the cottages, inside and out, 
would credit any modern world 
community. true there are several 
cottages “bad state 
and these should probably torn down. 
There are several need some repair, 
but they are means beyond repair, 
and they would have been repaired long 
ago but for the uncertainty the sit- 
uation, hanging fire since 1953, 

The PHS statement also refers the 
alternating electric current and the new 
sewage treatment plant soon ser- 
viced the main buildings the hos- 
pital that can connected 
with the cottages only exorbitant 
cost.” more likely that the “exor- 
bitant cost” lies nearer the “real Mc- 
Coy” than either the concern for “super- 
vised diet” the alleged condition 
all the cottages. What amount the 
PHS considers “exorbitant” not 
know, but understand that the cot- 
tages could continue serviced 
direct current, along with some other 


areas the hospital which will remain 
DC. 


Congressmen Interested 


Congressman Otto Passman (D. La.) 
taking very active interest the 
cottage situation, and are number 
other Representatives and Senators, 
Representative Overton Brooks, Sheve- 
port registered vigorous pro- 
test with PHS and said that unless im- 
mediate action halt the program 
taken that plans take the 
with congressional committees and 
ask for full investigation. Representa- 
tive Clarence Cannon (D. Mo.), Chair- 
man the House Appropriations Com- 
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mittee has said that, the un- 
features the situation 
that the $25,000 appropriated will net 
cover all investment the cottages and 
furniture, But furniture 
will appraised along with the cot- 
meet the total cost will increase 
the required amount the earliest 
possible date the next Congress.” 
Louisiana Congressmen Hale Boggs, 
New Orleans, and Morrison, 
and Rep. John Fogarty (D. 
Island), Chairman the Sub- 
committee Appropriations, the com- 
which granted the $25,000 ap- 
propriation; Senator Thomas Henning 
(D. Mo.), and other Congressmen have 
all showed special interest the cottage 
problem and this interest proving 
most helpful. 


PHS Temporizes 


response ever increasing 
number protests, which must 
undoubtedly receiving, the PHS 
may changing its mind, and hope 
heart, concerning the demolition all 
the cottages, This indicated letter 
dated September, under the signature 
the Surgeon General, Dr. L.E. Bur- 
ney, now being sent Congressmen and 
others who inquired, “We have not yet 
had the cottages inspected the Public 
Service determine definite- 
which may worth renovation and 
continued maintenance Government 
expense .... unfortunate that 
cussing these plans with the patients 
impression was left that the cottages 
are scheduled for early demolition with- 
out regard the possibility renova- 
tion.” (Unfortunate, indeed, but from 
the definite statements given the patients 
August the Director the 
Division Hospitals, the impression 
could not have been otherwise. The 
same statements were given the Car- 
ville medical staff and hospital person- 
nel meeting preceeding the one 
held with the 

Public Health Service will work 
closely with the Public Buildings Ser- 
vice and General Services Administra- 
tion, studying the whole matter the 
ultimate disposal the cottages, and 
shall consider the views all in- 
terested persons arriving decision 
for action .... The present problem 
indeed complicated, but earnestly 
resolve the difficulties way 
which will the best interests the 
patients and which will insofar 
habilitation.” 
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ville, Louisiana. 


1956 


Congressman Passman’s Visit ---- Real Turning Point 


man and Sam Rubin. 


For the first time the history 
this hospital, since Uncle Sam took 
over from the State Louisiana 
years ago, member sat 
down with the patients for frank and 
discussion the patients’ prob- 
lems. ‘The Congressman, Representative 
Otto Passman (D. La.) flew down 
from his home Monroe, August 23. 
was accompanied Sam Rubin, 
past national the 
Forty and Eight, devoted and valued 
friend Carville patients, who had 
arranged the visit, and Bert Hatten, 
the Monroe Morning World. 
The party was met the Baton Rouge 
airport Carville’s old faithful, Frank 
Nesom. 


Arriving here A.M., the Con- 
gressman and his party went directly 
the office the Medical Officer 
Charge, Dr. E.M. Gordon, There they 
found Clinten the Baton Rouge 
State Times, who was then doing 
informative columns for his paper 
the “Crisis Carville.” From 
counts there was not dull moment 
the two hour conference that follow- 
ed, with the Congressman asking the 
M.O.C, some very pointed questions. 
Dr. Gordon branded the Patients’ Fed- 
the source the trouble. 
“There nothing the Federation,” 
said. 


noon, Congressman Passman and 
the other visitors called THE STAR 
office, and then joined the Executive 
Board the Patients’ Federation, Dar- 
Broussard, chairman, and other pa- 
tients acting special representatives, 
ior box lunch Lake 
was pretty hot day, but the air the 
Lake was was the discus- 
sion brisk, detailed and, later 
came know, ever fruitful. Congress- 
Passman was attentive and 
pathetic listener. found him 
man with vigorous mind and under- 
standing heart. wanted hear the 
whole story, from the cottage situation, 
which had really brought him here, 
the conflict between the patients and 
the M.O.C, 


Prominent visitors from Monroe, La. Left right: Bert Hatten, Rep. Otto Pass- 


Congressman Passman was visibly im- 
pressed with the reasonableness and jus- 
tice our contentions. said, want 
your side and help all can. 
Let your representative Wash- 
ington, for you don’t have the opportu- 
nity going there plead your own 
case, 

Mr. Passman, member the House 
Appropriations Committee and Chair- 
man Foreign Operations Subcommit- 
tee, said, “We are appropriating money 
for some foreign countries all over 
the world. Last year, traveled Eu- 
rope seeing the hospitals 
ing other countries, and they are 
costing billions dollars. Sometimes 
are too generous other countries 
and neglect our own You are 
citizens this country, tax payers and 
voters, and you should have more con- 
sideration from our government than 
foreign countries are receiving.” 
said that was favor the private 
cottages, more them necessary, 
insure more normal community life 
than the present trend here towards 
strictly institutional regime. said 
plans ask the Congress the next 
session for appropriation build 
group modern brick cottages here, 
promised immediate attention 
other matters, “even takes trip 
Washington.” did. 

Since his visit Carville, Congress- 
man Passman has kept touch with us, 
near here the airport and will fly 
down anytime becomes necessary.” 
most gracious letter wrote, en- 
jeyed visit the hospital and 
associations with fellow Americans, 
who are presently patients there. feei 
bit ashamed myself that have 
waited long visit with you wonder- 
ful people, but our busy lives 
often neglect things that 
desire do. shall always remember 
the many courtesies that the patients 
extended and party, and 
hope that the not too distant future 
can spend another day with you 
and incidentally, again 
have our lucheon the lake.” 


Crisis Carville, Resolved, Hope 


Carville have new Medical Of- 
ficer Charge. His name Dr. Edgar 
Johnwick and will report for duty 
this hospital, November This in- 
formation was given Associated 
Press dispatch date lined Atlanta, 
September 26. was released the 
press Dr. Vernon Link, acting 
head the Public Health 
Communicable Disease Center, Atlanta, 
where Dr. Johnwick directs the 
Training Branch. 

Dr. Johnwick, 48, skin specialist, re- 
quested the Carville assignment. has 
evidently had special interest Han- 
sen’s disease for sometime 
member the PHS “Inter Bureau Ad- 
visory Committee Leprosy.” Dr. 
Johnwick will spend the month 
tober Washington PHS Headquar- 
ters for orientation. declined say 
whether would reinstate the policies 
which Dr, Gordon had changed, causing 
the conflict between the MOC and the 
patients, but said would approach 
with open mind. The policies, 
banned Dr. Gordon after they had 
been effect here for many years, con- 
cern fraternization, sports, games and 
dances with non-patients. 

The date the new MOC’s scheduled 
arrival here was news, but his name 
was not. That had already been an- 
nounced (Sept. 13) Congressman 
Otto Passman, who was then Wash- 
ington. Mr. Passman said that Dr, John- 
wick would report here the Spring. 
Dr. Gordon was transferred im- 
mediately, and Dr. Rolla Wolcott, 
presently clinical 
would become acting medical officer 
charge until Dr. Johnwick took over. 
understand, Mr. Passman was given 
the green light release this informa- 
tion the Monroe Morning World 
official spokesman for the PHS. 
However, Assistant Surgeon General Dr. 
fack Masur, Chief the Bureau 
Medical Services, who flew Carville 
September and met with the 
Fxecutive Board the Patients’ Federa- 
tion September 14, would not con- 
firm Mr, Passman’s announcement, Dr. 
Masur said that Dr. Gordon was being 
transferred his own request and 
would replaced Dr. Johnwick, not 
once sometime during the next 
several months. Dr, Masur said, “We 
have the job preparing Dr. Johnwick 
for the assignment.” Dr. Masur sensed 
“the unrest here” and commented, 
would like get things straightened out 
change the time table for Johnwick’s 
coming.” 

press, (Oct. 10) the situa- 
tion Carville “MOC wise” and “pol- 
icy wise” remains unchanged, despite 
conflicting news reports, not mention 
rumors galore. September 19, 
spokesman for the PHS Bureau Medi- 


Assistant Surgeon General Dr. Jack Masur, 
Chief, PHS Bureau Medical Services. Dr. 
Masur was Carville, September and 14, 
the personal representative the Sur- 
geon General. was his first visit this 
hospital. described routine inspec- 
tion. 


cal Services told the Washington Bu- 
reau the Baton Rouge Morning Ad- 
vecate that Dr. Gordon’s impending 
transfer was being held until they 
could find another place for him. 
added that Dr. Gordon himself had 
informed his superiors that his work 
Carville was not satisfactory. That 
spokesman for the PHS Bureau 
cal Services probably caught it, because 
was expected Dr. Gordon pro- 
tested, the statement that 
informed superiors work here 
was not satisfactory, there must 
misunderstanding because made 
such Less than six 
ago, headquarters noted 
gress which was described highly com- 
mendable.” 

the meeting Dr. Masur had with 
the Patients’ Federation Executive 
deplored the publicity the 
situation. Time article un- 
for all us. smacks 
yellow journalism,” said, adding, 
asking all people concerned lay 
hands off, and quiet things down.” The 
patients agreed this was 
course, but seems Dr, Masur was talk- 
ing the wrong people. The day Dr. 
Masur arrived Carville newspaper 
story broke publicizing resolution 
American Legion Post 
the nearby village St. Gabriel sup- 
The Post draws its members from em- 
ployees this hospital 
the Carville area. The resolution was 
alarmistic and misinformative in_ its 
statement that “leprosy quarantin- 
able disease Louisiana.” (Louisiana 
Legislative Act 272, 1950, removed 
from that category.) The same group 
employees (including two department 
heads) that sparked the resolution had 
earlier been active circulating peti- 


tion among hospital personnel retain 
Dr. Gordon and his policies. All this 
added greatly the tension and tur- 
moil, not only the conflict between Dr. 
Gordon and the patients, but 
patients and personnel and divided the 
personnel into two camps. The argu- 
ment used the petition proponents 
was, “Do you want the patients run 
the hospital instead the doctors, 
they win out, there 
them.” Such rezsoning is, course, 
absurd the face it. 


PATIENTS CANCEL ACTIVITIES 


Fatients’ organizations this hospital 
have voluntarily cancelled community 
activities, scheduled for early 
annual events and always eagerly await- 
ed. The cancellation protest against 
the arbitrary changes established pol- 
icies here, policies effect for many 
years, proved value patient morale 
and public enlightenment. These forward 
looking policies have been replaced 
rigid and intolerable rules, turning back 
the clock. “The cancellations will con- 
tinue until they give back what they 
took away from us. are not asking 
for anything new,” said Darryl Brous- 
sard, Chairman the Executive Board 
the Patients’ Federation. 

The Point Clair Lions Club has can- 
celled its annual Charter Night observ- 
ance set for October and the Patients’ 
Federation has called off the Hallowe’en 
dance. The American Legion local B.L. 
Spann Post 188 will not hold its annual 
Veterans’ Day program November 11, 
though plans for this year’s event were 
more elaborate than usual because 
the Post’s twenty-fifth anniversary. 


Dr. Gordon “advised” hospital person- 
nel not fraternize with patients and 
set the example rarely attending 
community celebration, even refusing 
the invitation the local American 
Legion Post welcome the Governor 
the State, honor guest last year’s Vet- 
erans’ Day program. However, the MOC 
was usually hand funerals. 
raised the age requirement general 
visitors this hospital from 20, 
and set about discouraging general visi- 
tors whatever their age, did not stop 
the guided tours, but permitted them 
only specified hours and had the sign 
the gate proclaiming the tours 
down.” The softball games between pa- 
tients and non-patients which Dr. Gor- 
don stopped have been going here in- 
termittenly since the 30s, gaining pop- 
ularity recent years after our Carville 
Indians twice won the pennant the 
River League. The games were not only 
sanctioned the PHS, they were en- 
ocuraged. Describing such games, the 
PHS, Informational Specialist 
“These events usually attract 
grandstand guests and patients,” 
have not covered all the “tearing 
downs” and the “verbotens,” none 
which was given the patients writing 
formal announcement until all pa- 
tients’ organizations received letter “By 
Order the Medical Officer Charge,” 
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THE SPORTSFOLIO 


Bill Williams, Baton Rouge State Times, Aug. 1956 


Your eyes not deceive you. Shown here 
with the huge golf trophy Dr. E.M. Gordon, 
Medical Officer Charge this hospital. 
Also the pic are T.F. Atkinson, President 
Baton Rouge Carpenters Union Local 1095, 
which presented the trophy 
and Marion Scobell, golf pro City Park, 
Rouge. Mr. Scobell and Henry Thomas, 
pro City Park, New Orleans, who vis- 


its this hospital twice month teach pa-, 


tients how swing the clubs directed all 
Carville’s semi-annual invitational golf tour- 
neys. This picture was taken Dr. Gordon’s 
office, but the catch was taken Oct. 
1953, the time the fourth semi-annual 
tourney. Dr. Gordon approved this and five 
tournaments, two ‘54, two 
‘55 and one Then suddenly, like 
bolt from the blue, lowered the boom 
“no more invitational golf tournaments.” 
The calendar events, prepared Car- 
ville’s Director Community Activities, 
T.H. Rickman, Jr., shows that the tenth 
semi-annual invitational golf tournament is 
scheduled for October 14. hope, that 
that time, conditions will back normal, 
and the tournament will scheduled, 
but not should take place later date, 
for never has this hospital had finer piece 
relations than the invitational 
tournaments. The tournaments attracted Ba- 
ton Rouge and New Orleans business and pro- 
fessional men, newsmen, radio Commentators, 
and sports figures. They played the local 
links with and against patients and some 
our medical and other professional staff, and 
the visiting golfers all went away with bet- 
ter idea about Carville, and with whatever 
they had about 
disease and the patients “knocked into 
hat.” Said Mr. Jack O’Neill, Sr., pro- 
prietor Baton Rouge music store, who 
played practically all the tournaments, 
not only enjoyed playing the tourna- 
ments, but felt that was doing bit 
help enlighten the public. own personal 
opinion that stopping the tournaments sets 
your educational program back 100 years.” 
Bill Williams, ace sports writer for the 
Baton Rouge State Times whom are 
indebted for the fine Sportsfolio column, 
covered almost all the tournaments for 
his paper, and gave them very good publicity. 
Strangely enough Dr. Gordon objected the 
publicity the sports pages. 


One the most progressive steps 
made over the past two decades has been 


1956 


Step Backwards 


J 


the moral and spiritual uplift patients 
Carville through the use competi- 
tive athletics and other forms recrea- 
tion with sports the foundation. Ac- 
cording news reports such progressive 
work will now discontinued. 

Now effect edict that prohibits 
the patients from competing against non- 
patients softball and golf, Both sports 
have been responsible for resurgence 
confidence the patients and both 
events have long been the high points 
interest for the year. 

Since we’ve never been one dabble 
medicine there can comment 
the therapeutic effects patient 
pitting his skill golf course against 
visitor. However, over the years 
have watched many patient get men- 
tal uplift from testing his skill against 
outsider the annual golf tourney. 

Softball did much give the patients 
lift when they saw other patients af- 
flicted with the same Hansen’s disease 
not only battle outside teams even 
terms but beat them often enough 
win the league championship, restored 
their confidence being able take 
their places the outside world once 
they were discharged arrested cases. 

The number who leave the hos- 
pital work and enjoy normal life 
would surprise you. longer Han- 
sen’s disease something regarded 
fatal and one which the patient 
stoically awaits the inevitable. There 
hope and hope can bolstered al- 
lowing the stricken one test his skill 
and strength against one not afflicted. 

Dr. F.A. Johansen devoted his life 
and more than quarter century 
service those people with Hansen’s 
disease. discovered that sports and 


recreation combined produce the most 
desirable results among the patients. 

While Johansen was Carville there 
were built lighted softball field, nine 
hole golf course, tennis court and lake 
where boating and fishing could en- 
joyed. was largely through his efforts 
that the first Carville golf tourney was 
held with golfers from over the state 
competing against each other 
tients for bevy prizes. 

For weeks afterwards the tournament 
was the talk the hospital 
much some the patients learned 
play the sporty little course 
Hoppe does the billard table, more than 
one walked away with nice prize. 

able compete with weil 
person and win did patient almost 
much good all the medicine the 
world. did something his spirit 
that medicine couldn’t do. 

When the hospital team, competing 
teams from Baton Rouge, won 
the River League softball championship, 
the joy around the hospital was akin 
the jubilation Brooklyn when the 
Dodgers won the World Series, 

proved they weren’t beyond hope, 
that the future still held promise and 
without hope and promise the 
can become dull and unrealistic place 
which struggle for survival. 

Since the start the golf tourna- 
ment several years ago, the patients have 
had opportunity watch and play 
against such outstanding golfers Dick 
Collard, the long ball hitting star from 
New Orleans, Tommy Beard the state 
champion and Bill Scarborough who 
just few weeks ago lost out the 
finals the national public links 
championship. 

Tremendous strides have been made 
but now Dr. Johansen’s fine work ap- 
pears have been vain, It’s gradual- 
being eliminated and the relation- 
ship the hospital being sent back 
the age confinement without out- 
side association. 

From our years observation this 
step backwards. said before, not 
medical terms, but terms human 
relationship which great import- 
ance people confined institu- 
tion battle for their very lives. 

Knowledgeable persons have informed 
that the elimination the golf tour- 
nament and the participation the 
hospital softball team against outsiders 
only part the program sports 
attrition. 

shame that much progress 
was made under one director over such 
long period time and have years 
progress eliminated short time 
unfortunate. 

Somebody should something, 
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New Volume 


they come THE STAR from reputa- 
ble sources, intend print them. 

Pontifical statements about so-called 
leprosy have for too long delayed study 
and research other directions. One 
doubts shall ever arrive the 
truth long official circles adhere 
the “follow the leader” approach. 
need some new thoughts this subject. 
Let’s not discourage new and possibly 
unorthodox concepts, but rather let’s 
encourage them. 

Despite good many ups and downs, 
THE STAR has arrived its 15th 
birthday. are that awkward age 
and, like all adolescents, have many 
problems which only time will solve. 
There are those who think that THE 
STAR has accomplished more than just 
serving “safety valve” but that 
have made definite contribution to- 
ward our number one objective....Pro- 
mote educated public 
Hansen’s disease. Former Surgeon Gen- 
eral Thomas Parran once observed, 
“The Star doing more educate the 
public upon the truth about leprosy 
than all other agencies combined. 

realize that our 10,000 subscribers 
represent only minute portion the 
had those early days. hope 
reach many more the future, 

shall continue our social service 
work, such our mending sup- 
plying radios and keeping them re- 
pair, reader for the blind, 
ing finance worthwhile 

may take our subscribers some time 
become accustomed bi-monthly, 
but the new publication policy certain- 
has its bright side. promise more 
interesting and better balanced maga- 
page monthly. shall have more time 
prepare our material, and more 
selective. larger paper will enable 
give space news about hospitals 
for Hansen’s disease other countries, 
many them have requested. 

interview his 80th birthday, 
August 29, American inventor, scientist, 
manufacturer, Charles “Boss” Keter- 
ing came with some his famous 
THE STAR express its 15th birth- 
day. seems tailor made for the occa- 
sion, “We are not the end our 
Progress, but the beginning. can- 
not turn back. There direction 
but forward.” 


from page 10) 


dated July doubtful the poli- 
cies would have ever been put writ- 
ing had not the local Post The Ameri- 
can Legion asked for written reply 
their request for clearance certain 
plans for the Veterans’ Day program. 
The M.O.C’s. order stated: 


Crisis 


“The Administration this hospital will 
not permit the promotion games, dances, 
etc. between the patients and non-patients. 
Instructions have been issued stop, 
tactfully possible, dancing patients and 
non-patients. Golf and baseball games 
tween patients and outsiders have been dis- 
continued. 

“The local Post should advised that 
deference the fact that leprosy com- 
municable disease and consideration 
the health others, patients should have 
few and casual with non-pa- 
tients possible. The exposure more 
less the same group outside Legionnaires 
every time the local Post ‘entertains’ 
cause concern. The Post should told 
our plans not allow patients dance 
with non-patients the light which the 
best thing would not invite out- 
siders patient dances.” 


The has been magnified 
out all proportion the actual situa- 
tion. Dances are held here only occa- 
sionally special holidays and there 
are not many visitors, except the 
Christmas party, The visitors are, the 
main, relatives patients, husband and 
wile, brother sister, etc. These dances 
have been going here for years. 
under every administration with re- 
sultant “epidemic,” casualties, except 
perhaps few stepped-on toes. 

The medical world does classify so- 
called leprosy communicable dis- 
ease, but not the extent that Dr. Gor- 
don would have the public believe. The 
consensus authorities who have made 
lifetime study the disease that 
only communicable.” One 
the world’s most eminent authorities, 
Dr. Robert Cochrane, London, says, 
“Adults rarely contract leprosy. 
dren are more susceptible.” Louisiana’s 
internationally distinguished Dr. Ru- 
Matas says facts which have come 
under his observation “impressed 
deeply with the very rare contagiousness 
the disease (leprosy) and the extra- 
ordinary natural immunity enjoyed 
the great mass the population despite 
the most intimate contact with the typ- 
ically infected individuals the most 
favorable conditions for its inoculation 
(tropical heat and 
perience Carville the past years 
confirms Dr. Matas’s observations with- 
out doubt. Moreover now 
the decline Louisiana. 
then from where does Dr. Gordon, who 
newcomer this field (he has been 
Carville for little more than three 
vears) get his apprehensive notions. 
Answer—recent newspaper publicity in- 
dicates that Dr. Gordon disciple 
Dr. L.F. Badger, Atlanta, Chief the 
“Leprosy Control Unit.” Dr. Bad- 
ger, extremist his views con- 
tagion, has been against every progres- 
sive move policy Carville, though 
they have proved scientifically valid and 
advantageous both public health and 
patient, 

The tension and unrest this hos- 
pital brought almost 
changes policy moved the Executive 
Board the Patients’ Federation ap- 
peal the Surgeon General for new 
and the reinstatement old 
policies. The appeal, the form 


letter, detailed Carville’s “Bill 
Wrongs,” and pointed out that doctor- 
patient relationship here was steadily 
deteriorating. The Federation’s attorney, 
Mr. Robert Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge, 
presented the letter person Dr. 
C.K, Himmelsbach, Chief the Divi- 
sion Hospitals Washington, 
July According Mr. Kleinpeter, 
well-known and respected young attor- 
ney, Dr. Himmelsbach indicated 
mediate changes policy” and new 
MOC. meeting with the Federation 
Board here, Aug. Dr. Himmelsbach 
told the group, did not promise 
your attorney anything.” Dr. Masur 
told the same group meeting here 
Sept. 14, that the policies, “privi- 
called them, would re- 
ferred the PHS “Inter Bureau Ad- 
visory Committee for con- 
sideration, (Dr. Badger member 
the Committee.) far know, Dr, 
Gordon changed the policies the local 
level without benefit the Committee. 

Despite some rather unfavorable signs, 
are hopeful that with new man 
the helm sound and progressive poli- 
cies will returned. Then and only 
then will the crisis Carville 
solved. 


Press Support Helpful 


Whatever constructive changes admin- 
istrative policy are made this hospital, 
may the offing, Carville patients owe 
much fair and effective presentation 
our problems the press. are especially 
indebted the Baton Rouge Morning Ad- 
vocate, the Baton Rouge State Times and 
the Monroe Morning World. 

The Advocate (Aug. 16) carried timely 
and well-done story Richard 
Munson about the scheduled demolition 
patients’ cottages They followed with 
very candid editorial (Aug. 22) calling the 
PHS plan action “grim efficiency, parsi- 
monious economy, cold-blooded and hard 
justify.” 

Clinton, one the best known news- 
men this area did series five columns 
for the State Times (Aug. 21-25 inc.). The 
thought-provoking series created 
deal day day interest. has been 
coming Carville for years and knows the 
score. 


Pert Hatten’s visit this hospital prompt- 
the alert young editor the Monroe 
Morning World cover the Carville situa- 
tion with two comprehensive news stories 
(Aug. and 25) and then cut loose with 
hard-hitting editorial (Aug. 26). The Aug. 
story was telephone interview with 
Dr. F.A. Johansen. Dr. Jo, who was 
duty Carville for nearly years, said 
that bar social contact and sports com- 
petition between Carville patients and out- 
siders would contrary practice that 
strongly encouraged throughout his ad- 
ministration the hospital. The slashing 
editorial, picked Associated Press, 
described Carville patients “20th century 
victims primitive superstitions.” 

Time (Sept. 17), the weekly news 
zine, ran story “Battle over Leprosy.” 
its penetrating style, Time called spade 
spade. 


Reporters visiting Carville recent weeks 
had trouble gaining entrance the 
hospital, and they were told they could talk 
with whomever they pleased. However, the 
MOC warned one reporter that the group 
waiting for him (Patients’ Federation Exec. 
your scribe one) was “questionable 
mental Tetched—huh? Well, 
could be, all queer but and thee, 
and sometimes thinks thee little queer.” 
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DSE Sorority Women Visit 


Deita Sigs with T.H. Director Community Activities 


The National conclave Delta Sigma 
Epsilon sorority was held New Or- 
leans from August Sunday 
morning, Aug. 19, enroute the con- 
clave group sorority women from 
Oklahoma and Kansas traveling 
chartered bus visited here, They were 
escorted tour the hospital 
T.H. Rickman, Director Com- 
munity Activities. the close the 
convention August another group 
Delta Sigs headed Mrs. Herbert 
Preston, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 


send greeting cards individual mem- 


service chairman, came here 
visit with members the Jolly Social 
Club, all handicapped patients. 

the 1946 Conclave, Delta Sigma 
women voted adopt the mem- 
bers the Jolly Social Club social 
service project. Each year they sponsor 
Christmas party for the group com- 
plete with gifts, and the birthdays 
this group patients are not overlooked 
the women either. between these 
occasions they write cheerful letters and 


Guestbook (cont’d from page 


rope this past spring and early summer, 
asked her visit John Heslin, 
seminarian Oscott College, Birming- 
ham, England, all possible. Despite 
her heavy schedule, Sister Catherine 
made possible. John Heslin, the son 
British physician studying for the 
priesthood, For years has had 
special interest Hansen’s disease and 
has done much advance modern con- 
cepts about this disease among his col- 
leagues and others his part the 
world. Regular readers THE STAR 
may recall several Mr. Heslin’s in- 
teresting letters which have appeared 
our Mailbag from time 

Sister Catherine and two companion 
Sisters drove from London, one day 
June, Birmingham, see John 
Describing their meeting 
“wonderful Mr. Heslin wrote: 
can honestly say that have never met 
utterly likeable person Sister Cath- 
your own point view, and have 
good idea how much the old and 
the new generations Carvillians must 
love this exemplary Daughter Charity. 
retrospect, tried analyze and ac- 
count for the feeling elation and en- 
couragement that followed our meet- 
ing. think can only attributed 
her wonderful ‘capacity for 
she talked felt that had known Car- 
ville, and all friends there all 
life, and that Sister was bringing you 
all with her that visit. Her heart 
still Carville.” 
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Social Security Amendment 


May Help Patients Here 


Social Security Act amendments, ap- 
proved Congress the last session 
and signed President Eisenhower, in- 
cluded one that may help some 
with disability benefits for those 
years age older. asked Miss 
medical social worker 
this hespital, explain just how 
this amendment could affect patients 
that age bracket. 

Miss Beck told that person had 
worked under social security coverage 
for out years before entering the 
hospital, and for 114 out the years 
before becoming disabled, and was 
years age better he/she more than 
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bers the Jolly Social Club. the 1956 
conclave, the women Delta Sigma 
ilon voted continue this social 

ervice project for least the next two 
years, 

Tuesday evening, August 19, Mr. 
Rickman attended the sorority banquet 
New Orleans and expressed the ap- 
preciation patients for the friendliness 
and generosity the women. Dr. and 
Mrs. F.A. Johansen, Long Beach, Miss., 
also attended the DSE banquet. Dr. Jo- 
hansen, formerly Medical Officer 
Charge this hospital, brought greet- 
ings the assembly. 

After the convention, was announc- 
through the press that Delta Sigma 
15,000 members will merge 
with Delta Zeta’s 29,000 members the 
near future. The joint announcement 
was made Miss Elizabeth Daniel, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., president Delta Sigma 
Epsilon, and Mrs. Russell Costello, Pon- 
tiac, Mich., national president Delta 
Zeta. Both are national social sororities, 
both were founded the campus 
Miami University Oxford, Ohio, and 
both are members the national Pan- 
Hellenic Conference. 


likely would eligible apply for dis- 
ability benefits. Applications may not 
filed before Oct. 1956, and pay- 
cannot begin before July 1957. 

Patients working part-time govern- 
employees who began their social 
security coverage here are not eligible 
for disability benefits. Such social securi- 
insurance toward retirement age 
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Memorial 


Harold “Harry” Elias (above) was 
associated with the Leonard Wood Me- 
morial for years, first office mana- 
ger, and since 1940, executive secretary. 
graduate law from Georgetown 
University (1914), Mr. Elias’ career was 
one service humanity. was field 


director, Near East Relief Campaign, 
1919; served with Wilfred Grenfeli 
Labrador Mission campaigns, U.S. and 
Canada, 1920-22; German Child Feeding 
campaign, 1923-24; American Red Cross. 
Army, the American Associa- 
tion for Old Age Security, and others. 


The officers and personnel the Leon- 
ard Wood Memorial, and many other 
friends throughout the U.S. and foreign 
countries, feel deeply the loss Mr. 
Elias, Mr. Elias, 65, 
executive secretary the L.W.M., died 
July heart attack Peekskill 
(N.Y.) Hospital. had been conva- 
lescing from operation 
friends. 


accord with Mr. Elias’ personal 
wishes funeral services were held; 
still many his friends, including his 
Carville friends, believe desirable 
that his memory should honored. 

After careful consideration, the Me- 
morial has decided the single thing 
would have appreciated most would 
some form recognition for his twenty- 
years unselfish service the 
Leonard Wood Memorial. Therefore 
has been agreed establish “Harold 
Elias Fund.” 

This fund will used support 
single piece work the publication 
house organ known “Leprosy Briefs” 
which for the past six years have been 
distributed, without charge, special- 
ists Hansen’s disease, scientists, and 
field workers throughout the world. Be- 
cause Mr. Elias was particularly interest- 
the educational side the Han- 
sen’s disease problem, this seems most 
appropriate The monograph, 


which issued monthly, costs the Me- 
morial approximately $2,500.00 annual- 
ly. proposed print each num- 
the publication, for long the 
fund permits, that printed the 
Harold Elias Fund. 

carry this announcement that 
our readers may have the opportunity 
participate, should they desire. Remit- 
tances, large small, may made 
“The Leonard Wood Memorial, Haroid 
Elias One Madison Avenue, 
New York 10, New York. 


recent years, lofty marble monu- 
ments have become passe, unless they 
are built serve some useful purpose 
for mankind and dedicated the indi- 
vidual whom they honor. The Leonard 
Weod one the finest ex- 
amples modern memorials. Honoring 
the memory Leonard Wood, soldier 
and humanitarian, the Memorial the 
only organization this country devoted 
exclusively research Hansen’s dis- 
ease, The tribute our friend, Harry 
Llias, will memorial within me- 
niorial; support wholeheartedly. 


Dr. Kluth Leaves LWM and 


Work Texas 


Dr. Fred Kluth, associate epidem- 
iologist, Leonard Wood Memorial, and 
research epidemiologist, Texas State 
Health Department, who for the past 
seven years has been working pro- 
gram concerned with Hansen’s diseace 
Texas, has left the Memorial. 
understand with this 
program has been discontinued, Dr. 
Kluth has “closed shop” his Corpus 
Christi headquarters, and moved Aus- 
tin where will embark entirely 
new job. 


Dr. Kluth said, “It was indeed diffi- 
cult for leave the Leonard Wood 
Memorial. The Memorial was con- 
siderate employer, assignment was 
interesting, and working with Dr. 
(Medical Director, LWM) was stimu- 
lating and worthwhile experience.” 

Kluth has prepared paper 
household contacts Hansen’s disease 
which has submitted for publication 
the Texas State Journal Medicine. 
plans prepare more comprehen- 
sive paper the same subject for publi- 
cation the International Journal 
Leprosy. 

Concerning future plans for the Han- 
sen’s disease program Texas, Dr. 
Kluth said, local health depart- 
ments will able carry the work 
have been doing for them. Many 
them are interested and probably can 
secure local physicians help them. 
Much the time needed was spent 
travel and following details the 1e- 
search study, and will not have 
spent local health departments.” 

Speaking his new job, Dr. Kluth 
said, “The Texas State Department 
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Health has formed new Division 
raining help relieve the severe short- 
age qualified personnel. Dr. Henry 
Holle, State Commissioner Health, 
asked director this Division. 
Supervising training special divi- 
sion innovation Public Health, 
but apparently necessary one only 
few States have such Division, plan 
assist directors other Divisions 
keeping existing personnel up-to-date 
and bringing new persons desir- 
able standards.” 

Kluth, graduate the Johns 
Hopkins School Public Health, 
timore, first visited Carville 1949. 
came then gain clinical know- 
ledge about Hansen’s disease just before 
undertaking his work Texas. During 
his work with the Hansen’s disease pro- 
gram Texas, visited Carville rather 
frequently, sometimes bring new pa- 
tients, sometimes interview old ones 
and check records. 

Last September, brought group 
Texas Public Health nurses here tor 
short training course. understand 
similar group will visit this hospital 
sometime during the fall. 

Kluth did not treat patients 

his consulting office Corpus Chris- 
(south Texas) investigated house- 
hold contacts, particularly children, 
and compiled records. one his 
latest reports for the State Health De- 
partment, Dr. Kluth recorded new 
cases occurred Texas dur- 
ing 1955, which involved residents 
born the State. called aver- 
age year for Texas, which one 
three states the Union where 
endemic. (The other states are Loui- 
siana and Florida). the time re- 
port, all cases lived south Texas 
the southern part East Texas. 
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review news dispatches and stories about Hansen’s disease and related subjects, published the daily press, popular 
magazines, and other journals, with notes and comments from the editor’s desk. 


Cases Publicized 


Under the headline Case 
Reported Here First Since 1922,” the 
Rockford, Illinois, Morning Star 
1956) carried story, which identi- 
the victim, giving her name full, 
age, present residence, former residence. 
name husband and other details. The 
Rockford paper said that Dr. N.O. Gun- 
derson, city health commissioner and 
Raymond Genrich, township health of- 
ficer, had reported the case and the pa- 
tient was confined local hospital 
pending her transfer isolated room 
the contagion ward the Rockford 
Township Hospital and possibly 
leprosarium within the near future,” 
this written (September 20), the 
patient not Carville, and although 
the paper reported that Dr. Gunderson 
said “the disease was definitely diag- 
nosed leprosy,” learned from other 
sources Rockford that “one doctor 
decided was Hansen’s disease, but 
other doctors were not The story 
the Rockford Star contained certain 
medical information concerning types 
the disease, probably given them the 
physicians. The information was inac- 
curate. The story was not sensationalized 
and neither was Dr. Gunderson’s state- 
ment: “Leprosy does not 
and quite easily curtailed with 
proper medication.” “The people 
Rockford not have concerned 
because every precaution being taken, 
strict isolation force, and modern 
drugs are being employed 
the spread the disease.” However, 
Associated Press wire story the 
Streator, Times Press, August 
reported that “Ray Gunrich, township 
health officer, surveying the woman’s 
neighborhood.” investigation 
household contacts would reasonable 
but why stir the neighborhood. What 
more could they this poor woman? 
What more indeed plenty more. For 
since the publicity appeared (an 
story ran coast name pa- 
tient not mentioned), have learned 
from usually reliable sources that slides 
were sent the laboratory Carville 
for the purpose confirming the diag- 
nosis. The slides were negative. Ap- 
parently, the woman does not even have 
Hansen’s disease, but after all this pub- 
licity there will doubt the minds 
her friends and neighbors, and 
understand that the woman has already 
had domestic difficulties. Whether 
not these difficulties were brought 
the publicity, not know but 
this know, such publicity total- 
medical ethics. would not done 


1956 


the case tuberculosis patient, 
one with cancer, other dis- 
eases. looks like some physicians 
not consider so-called leprosy medicai 
entity and where concerned, ethics 
which they would adhere other 
diseases, out the window. 

THE STAR hoping something 
constructive called this case the atten- 
tion Mrs. Marie Sheehe, past na- 
tional president the American Legion 
Auxiliary, who lives Rockford, Mrs. 
Sheehe has visited Carville and her in- 
terest our work has been sustained 
through the years. She was shocked 
the publicity and plans put 
educational program the area. 

former resident Louisiana now 
living Arizona sent front page 
story from the Tucson, Arizona, Daily 
Citizen (Sept. 1956) headlined, 
son Resident Victim Leprosy” under 
the byline Baird Thiessen. She wrote, 
understandably horrified the 
sensationalism journalist Thiessen’s 
article....One can imagine after the brut- 
ish write-up last evening’s paper, 
utterly devoid any alleviating factors, 
the feeling the sick woman’s family.” 

Our reaction the story was not 
violent that our correspondant, pos- 
sibly because comparison some 
the scare publicity that has been pub- 
lished similar cases, this was not 
bad. least Dr. Ram Gursahani, res- 
ident physician Pima County Hos- 
pital where the patient was placed, did 
not give her name the press. Dr. Ram 
said, was the first authenticated 
don’t believe it. The patient had been 
resident Tucson for only six years. 
She native Texas. 

The odious word designate the pa- 
tient appeared throughout the story and 
Mr. Thiessen reported that Carville 
“accomodates about 500 “Car- 
ville has offered take the woman 
patient,” said. Meantime, Dr. Ram 
giving her injections streptomycin 
three times week. specialist con- 
sider Streptomycin adjunct -to the 
treatment Hansen’s disease. 
ly, Ram doesn’t know about sulfone 
therapy. The story did not stress the 
more hopeful side the disease 
“mother four lies thin and listless 
isolation has been 
disfigurement mutilation date.” 

*Two cases Hansen’s disease diag- 
nosed Orange County, California, 
July received considerable publicity 
the press that area, but the stories 
were handled with sanity 
Dr. Edward Russell, county health 
ofticer, did not release names the 
press and assured the public that there 


was need for alarm, understand 
that the cases will not sent Carville, 
but taken care California under 
medical supervision. 


* * * 


Our friend, Mary Allen, Washington, 
D.C., sent clipping interest- 
ing news story from the Washington 
Siar. The story, datelined Maseru, 
Aug. 15, 1956, carried the 
byline Ken MacTaggart the North 
American Newspaper Alliance. Mr. Mac- 
told about his visit the set- 
tlement for patients, few miles 
from Maseru. The reporter was accom- 
panied the “colony” its resident 
chaplain, Father Paul Bechard, Can- 
adian who has been there since 1938. 
Except for Mr. MacTaggart’s use the 
word “leper” throughout designate 
the patient, and describing the disease 
certainly most encouraging one. Mr. 
MacTaggart reported that years 
the patient population Maseru has 
dwindled from 780 its present 389. 
Sulfone therapy was introduced 
and given combination with chaul- 
moogra oil, “Recovery rates, according 
young Dr. Jaques, Swiss Emigre 
who directs the colony’s program, now 
stand nearly 90% 
Much better than Carville. Despite his 
terminology, Mr. MacTaggart says, “Lep- 
rosy medically known 
Would that were. 


material from THE STAR other 
papers and magazines. Rincon (May- 
June-July), magazine published 
Spanish the Association Patients 
the Hospital San Lazaro, Cuba, re- 
produced cover from the May issue 
THE STAR, showing the prize win- 
ning exhibit Hansen’s disease entered 
Adrianne Blue, 8th grade student, 
her school’s Future Scientists 
America Science Fair. 


* * * 


The Corry, Pa., Journal reported, 
“The theft three valuable rabbits 
from the Oil City Hospital was solved 
Lt. E.G. Potts, head the Oil City 
police department’s Bureau Investi- 
gation. Lt. Potts received full confes- 
sion from three Oil City youths when 
threatened them wth the fictitious 
story that the rabbits were inoculated 
with ‘Chinese Leprosy,’ contagious dis- 
ease. charges yet have been filed.” 
should like file charges against 
Lt. Potts, for obvious reasons, 


THE office phone number 
2-5559, St. Gabriel, Louisiana 
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really honored your letter concern- 
ing talk “Savagery, Sin and Science.” 
talk. Had this talk been prepared for physi 
cians rather than for lay group, would 
not have used the term “leprosy” all, but, 
rather, the more acceptable term Hansen’s 
disease, which, pointed out page 
talk, the current terminology for 
leprosy. 

have been particularly intrigued the 
history Hansen’s disease Medieval 
repe since all medical historians seem 
give unsoluble enigma the rise and 
fall Hansen’s disease Europe. 
little theory correct, perhaps the enigina 
not unsoluble after all. 

have long admired your activities Car- 
ville and have read them numerous pub- 
lications various occasions. have not 
had the pleasure seeing THE STAR he- 
fore. impresses extremely help- 
ful little journal and one that should far 
toward helping the ultimate defeat Han- 
sen’s disease. especially like the purpose 
your publication to: 

Hansen’s disease. 
2.Furnish occupational therapy for inter- 
ested patients. 

Encourage and finance social service for 

needy patients. 

Here’s hoping that “leprophobia” will soon 
the same class the witchcraft de- 
scribed talk under “The Shame 
Salem.” You are welcome publish any- 
thing have said, either this letter 
talk, for your Mailbag Department. 

Evansville, Indiana 


The term “leprosy” not inappropriate 
when speaking the disease during the 
Middle Ages, for historically this was the 
“catch all” term used designate whoie 
diseases and conditions, some 
which were doubt HD. appreciate Dr. 
Snively’s attitude recognizing Hansen’s 
disease “the more acceptable” term today 
and only wish that more his fellow physi- 


cians shared his view. Ed. 
find your publication helpful here, 
and hope you will continue sending it. 
Geraldine Schwalenberg 
Editorial Secretary 
National Catholic Welfare Council 
News Service 
Washington, D.C. 
= * 


* 
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When Chicago, went the last meet- 
ing the Dermatologists Convention before 
the regular meeting the American Medi- 
Association. wanted Much tell 
these fine doctors about friend mine 
who went see doctors before his case 
was diagnosed HD. The 46th doctor was 
smart enough spot the trouble, but then 
was baffled how handle the social 
end most the world is, unfortu- 
mystery, fear and silence, 
going hard for friend return 
normal life with his family. 

looked carefully through the Dermatol- 
ogists agenda their Chicago conference 
mention HD, but fine and interest- 
Negro doctor from the PHS had slides 
show and answered questions the sub- 
ject. Now the time think presenting 
such paper the 1957 convention. 
hope some dermatologist specialist 
will it. Dr. Doull the Leonard Wood 
Memorial could splendid job. 

the Rome Conference, was glad that 
the doctors felt that they were large pari 
responsible for that fear felt the public 
general, also the lack instruction this 
subject the ordinary medical school. When 
the world wheels, Cannot 
can’t happen here.” 

Elizabeth Williams 
Bronxville, New York 


Cosmopolite Elizabeth Williams this 
furlough from her work the 
Philadelphia Hospital, Ambala City, 
India. Mrs. Williams coverage the SMOM 
Congress, Rome. for THE STAR (May 1956) 
was applauded many our readers.—Ed. 


Mailbag 


The article written Elizabeth Williams 
for THE STAR the Congress the 
was very interesting and enlight- 
ening. opinion, will much for the 
cause Hansen’s disease. 

The pictures and news the Congress 
were very good. 

Mrs. Charles Gunn 

National Girls State Chairman 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Department Oregon, Portland 


* 

THE STAR read and reread here. 
put the hall where the patients read 
and also visitors. 

Mary Dustin, Matron 
Teller County Nursing Home 
Cripple Creek, Colorado 

* * 

very kind you send your 
From this journal can always ac- 
quire information about Hansen’s disease 
your country, especially the counter-plan 
against the disease. 

Last year, participated the 2nd Con- 
gress International Association Allerg- 
ology and visited some institutes and univer- 
sities the United States. very sorry 
chance the United States again. 
hope call your hospital. 

Keizo Nakamura, M.D. 
Minato-Ku 
National Institute Health 
Tokyo, Japan 

* 

Since visit Carville years azo, 
have been very interested read your 
publication. able read our Medi- 
cal School Library. With all good wishes 
for your venture. 

Dr. R.F. Naylor 
The Univ. College East Africa 
Makerere College, Dept. Chemistry 
Kampala, Uganda, East Africa 

* ok 


all enjoy reading THE STAR its 
arrival here. 

Madigan, M.D. 
Farnborough Hospital 
Kent, England 

* 

freshman student nurse had work 
science project. chose Hansen’s dis- 
ease. Now find the more hear, read and 
understand about it, the greater urge 
for knowledge about it. The project almost 
finished, but don’t want the interest die. 
this end, subscribing THE STAR. 

Drennan 

Lenox Hill Hospital School Nursing 

New York, N.Y. 
* * ok 

with great pleasure renew sub- 
scription THE STAR. 

sure has enlightened many people 
including myself learn much about 
Hansen’s disease, which before knew 
little. 

wish you would extend apprecia- 
tion Ann Page Simon for her most won- 
articles which look forward 
reading. 

Carl Jr. 

Olin Mathieson Chemical Corp. 

Baltimore, Maryland 
* * 

enjoy reading STAR. find the 
articles very great interest. THE 
STAR always brings back the happy mem- 
ory two-weeks stay Carville. Greet- 
ings and good wishes members THE 
STAR staff. 

Elfren Solano, M.D. 


San Jose’ Costa Rica 
* = 


most interested the two articles 
Biblical leprosy already reprinted THE 
STAR one Dr. Lendrum from Chicago, 
and the other Dr. Tas from 

assiduous reader your review. 
usually keep most the numbers, but 
distribute some them propaganda for 
THE STAR and its doctrine. 

Dr. Guillermo Basombrio 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 


will arrange for THE STAR have use 
the list 2050 dermatologists the 
nited States and Canada, possible, will 
have little stickers The cost will 
contribution your work. 

With this letter, sending you galley 
proofs the pages pertaining the prob- 
lem Hansen’s disease from privately 
published book Notable Contributions the 
Knowledge Dermatology. You have 
use these pages you deem 
best. 

spent several years the tropics and 
subtropics. also saw Hansen’s disease man- 
ifestations New York City and most re- 
cently reviewed techniques, etc., trip 
around the learned most the 
Tropical Disease Institute Calcutta, 

Herman Goodman, M.D. 
New York 

Dr. Goodman supervisor clinics, Bu- 
reau Social Hygiene, City New York; 
Associate Professor Dermatology and 
Syphilology, New York University Post- 
Graduate Medical School and assistant visit- 
ing dermatologist and syphilologist, Belie- 
vue. the NYU and Bellevue posts, 
associated with Dr. Frank Combes, long- 
time friend THE STAR. 

distinguished physician Dr. Goodman. 
The galley proofs from Dr. Goodman’s book 
valuable historical information about 
the Family Hecter, Danielssen, Boeck, Han- 
sen, Neisser, Virchow, Neuman and other 
names indelibly identified with so-called lep- 
rosy. —Ed. 

* * 


thank you for the attention you gave the 
SMOM Congress THE STAR (May 1956). 
congratulations Mrs. Williams, whose 
report has been one the most true and 
brilliant made the Congress. 

The second volume the proceedings 
the Congress still the press and will 
duty inform you when the book will 
available. 

take this opportunity remind you that 
persevering the fight for the sup- 
the word “leper’ and sure 
that shall not use anymore, replacing 
with the word “hansenian.” 

Prof. Giuseppe Bendandi 
General Secretary, SMOM 
Rome, Italy 

* = 

Nothing could please more than have 
Prof. Bendandi’s approval our coverage 
the International Congress held 
Rome last April, sponsored the Sovereign 
Military Order Malta. course, are 
indepted Elizabeth Williams for her fine 
report. Prof. Bendandi’s cooperative attitude 
terminology great forward stride. 

seems appropriate note here that the 
Minister Posts, Paris, has announced that 
France issued 12-franc, bistre, 
black and orange stamp commemorating the 
activities the SMOM against Hansen’s 
disease. The stamp depicts Maltese Cross 
above hospital for HD. 


Although are not timely should 
be, seems appropriate commend SMOM 
for its splendid public relations. The Sove- 
reign Military Order Malta Congress got 
more publicity the United States press 
than any the International Congresses co- 
sponsored the International Leprosy As- 
far can remember the 
regular International Congress never made 
Time Magazine. The SMOM Congress did. 
Time (May 1956) carried column the 
Rome Congress. The article credited Raoul 
Follereau, Paris, France, the originator 
the Congress, “The Rome leprosy congress 
was the brainchild Frenchman Raoul Fol- 
lereau, professional charity worker who has 
devoted nearly half his life fighting the 
taboos associated with leprosy. Follereau ab- 
hors discrimination against leprosy sufferers. 
sinful and immoral treat them 
like pariahs. They are, first all, human’.” 

There was also dispatch pegged 
Dr. James address the Congress, 
and considerable publicity the Catholic 
press concerning the Pope’s address mem- 
bers the Congress. —Ed. 
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Flansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
ferent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

international medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public view- 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 


change the name the disease, 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater intants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 


The hospital Carville was founded sixty-one years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

General visitors, with the exception those under 20, are 
admitted for guided tours the hospital A.M., and 


—. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * * ~* 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with 
contracting the disease. 


P.M. Visitors are not required take any special precautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes 
for periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Once that determined, the 6,000- 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for vears after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 


the patients now Carville could sit unnoted anv 
social gathering. 
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National Employ 


the Physically Handicapped Week 
October 7-13 inclusive 


President Eisenhower has proclaimed the week October 7-13 “Na- 
tional Employ the Physically Handicapped Week” week which has come 
regarded one the nation’s outstanding programs human rela- 
tions. 

The purpose NEPH Week not merely concentrated campaign 
focus attention employers upon the advantages employing handicapped 
workers and supply impaired men and women with information they 
need know about services which are available them for job placement, 
rehabilitation and training; but, the culmination 12-month period 
work behalf our physically handicapped citizens. 

far program for the training and placement patients with Han- 
sen’s disease has been set during hospitalization, and many patients have 
neither physical nor mental handicaps which would exclude them from per- 
forming most jobs after discharge. Only public prejudice, resulting from 
ancient misconceptions, makes difficult for these patients rehabilita- 
ted. 

your part helping correct these misconceptions presenting 
the facts about your neighbors and business associates and make 
possible for ex-Carville patients find happiness, and securi- 
ty. 


Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 
Address 
Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please. 


Note Kindly make checks and money orders payable THE STAR 


Mail to: THE STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 

Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 

Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 
Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
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